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Asparaginase Therapy in Patients with ALL/LBL

ReachMD Announcer:ReachMD Announcer:
You’re listening to Project Oncology on ReachMD. This medical industry feature, titled “Asparaginase Therapy in Patients With
ALL/LBL,” is sponsored by Jazz Pharmaceuticals. Here’s your host, Dr Jennifer Caudle.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
This is Project Oncology on ReachMD, and I’m your host, Dr Jennifer Caudle. Joining me to discuss the use of asparaginase therapy in
adolescents and young adults, or AYA, patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia and lymphoblastic lymphoma is Dr Leidy
Isenalumhe, who’s the Director of Clinical Operations and Co-Director of Inpatient Outpatient Service in the Department of Hematologic
Malignancies at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Institute in Tampa, Florida.

Dr Isenalumhe is a paid consultant for Jazz Pharmaceuticals.

Dr Isenalumhe, welcome to the program.

Dr Isenalumhe:Dr Isenalumhe:
Thank you so much for having me. It’s a pleasure to be here.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
Well, thank you for being here. So, I’d really love to jump right in and ask about the role of asparaginase therapy in your AYA patients
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia and lymphoblastic lymphoma, which we’ll be referring to as ALL/LBL throughout the program. Can
you tell us a bit about that?

Dr Isenalumhe: Dr Isenalumhe: 
Absolutely. For some background, asparaginase has been a backbone of pediatric-based regimens for quite a long time now.1 This is
because the data tell us regimens that include asparaginase typically result in better outcomes.1,2 So, for my AYA patients, we typically
use regimens that include asparaginase, because we really believe that it makes a difference. There are enough data out there to show
us the importance of asparaginase and the impact of not using it in our AYA patients.3

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
So then let’s talk a little bit about that data you’re referring to. How has the use of asparaginase therapy impacted clinical outcomes in
AYA patients?

Dr Isenalumhe: Dr Isenalumhe: 
Right, so as far as the data goes, it’s been shown that using asparaginase increases disease-free survival.4 This is why it’s been used in
protocols for quite some time.1,2 In order to better understand the survival rates of AYA patients being treated for ALL/LBL, a
prospective US cooperative group trial, known as CALGB 10403, was performed to determine if AYA patients with ALL could tolerate
intensive pediatric regimens while also achieving improved survival rates.3 Now, the CALGB 10403 data showed us that the AYA
patients aged 16 to 29 have lower overall survival when adult regimens are utilized, as opposed to pediatric, asparaginase-containing
regimens.3 We also know how important it is to complete the full asparaginase protocol, as the data have shown that missing
asparaginase doses has a negative impact on disease-free survival outcomes.4

And so, since the data are clear, our approach is to use asparaginase-based protocol in our AYA patients with ALL and LBL to help
them achieve better overall survival and event-free survival rates. The NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN
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Guidelines®) do a great job showing the data as well, recommending that AYA patients should be treated with an asparaginase-based
regimen as a preferred treatment.5 So there would have to be a contraindication or a serious toxicity for us to not proceed with using
asparaginase in the AYA population.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
That’s an interesting point you bring up regarding contraindications. And so if we shift to safety events associated with asparaginase
use in AYA patients, can you tell us a bit about your experience with that?

Dr Isenalumhe:Dr Isenalumhe:
Yes, we do have to monitor our patients that are receiving asparaginase for toxicities. That way, if they do experience those toxicities,
we can manage them. In my patients, we specifically look out for transaminitis, clotting, bleeding, pancreatitis, and hypersensitivity
reactions. And sometimes, hepatotoxicities and hyperbilirubinemia may occur as well.4,6 These are events we would typically look for
when using asparaginase. Now, I will say that it takes a lot of patient education and nursing support to identify and manage these
events, but it is very doable.

Additionally, there is a perception that if you are outside of the pediatric age group, you may be at higher risk of experiencing toxicity.
However, prospective and retrospective studies report that protocols containing asparaginase are feasible and tolerable in the AYA
patients.3,7,8 Now, when looking at these studies, pediatric-inspired, asparaginase-containing regimens led to lower rates of some
adverse events compared with adult regimens in the AYA patients with ALL. 3 Now, if we can manage asparaginase-associated
toxicities, we can certainly do this in our AYA patients as well. Fortunately, we have a lot of experience with knowing what to look out
for, and how to intervene and manage any safety event that may be associated with asparaginase. And by addressing the fear that it
isn’t safe for the AYA patients, we can continue to push for asparaginase regimens to be used in this patient population, which is
consistent with the NCCN Guidelines®.5

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
So, Dr Isenalumhe, if we continue examining the toxicities and safety events that are associated with asparaginase therapy, could you
tell us a bit more about hypersensitivity reactions and how that impacts the overall regimen for your patients?

Dr Isenalumhe:Dr Isenalumhe:
Of course. So, when hypersensitivity from asparaginase occurs, it impacts the regimen to the point that we’re not going to introduce that
drug again in that patient.

Luckily, we know what to look out for because our treatment protocols will include anything we might need in order to mitigate a
hypersensitivity reaction.6

So, we also test for silent inactivation because patients can develop antibodies against the drug.9,10 And if they have these antibodies
and the drug is no longer working, then we would be increasing the risk for toxicity without any added efficacy, so it would not make
sense to continue with the same product.

At that point, we would switch to an immunologically distinct asparaginase as soon as clinically possible, ideally within 48 to 72 hours, in
order to continue the regimen.9

It’s really important to weigh the risks and benefits for each patient in terms of continuing asparaginase. In my practice, I haven’t had an
instance where hypersensitivity was severe enough to result in us discontinuing asparaginase altogether. We’re not generally in favor of
removing asparaginase unless it’s a severe toxicity. Overall, I think it’s very important to try to continue the regimen.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
As a quick follow-up, Dr Isenalumhe, how does switching to an alternative asparaginase work if a patient previously experienced a
hypersensitivity reaction?

Dr Isenalumhe:Dr Isenalumhe:
If a patient is having a hypersensitivity reaction to an E. coli-derived asparaginase, you do want to find an alternative asparaginase.

This is because patients who have experienced a hypersensitivity reaction are at an increased risk of another reaction when treated with
asparaginase from the same source.10  We would switch based on their protocol as soon as clinically possible, and ideally within 48-to-
72-hour timeframe to avoid interrupting therapy and to keep them on track.9 In this case, we would switch to something like RYLAZE®

(asparaginase erwinia chrysanthemi [recombinant]-rywn) in order to continue the regimen.6
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ReachMD Announcer:ReachMD Announcer: 
And now let’s review the Indication and select Important Safety Information for Rylaze.

IndicationIndication
RYLAZE (asparaginase erwinia chrysanthemi (recombinant)-rywn) is indicated as a component of a multi-agent chemotherapeutic
regimen given by intramuscular injection for the treatment of acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) and lymphoblastic lymphoma (LBL) in
adult and pediatric patients 1 month or older who have developed hypersensitivity to E. coli-derived asparaginase.

Important Safety InformationImportant Safety Information

ContraindicationsContraindications
RYLAZE is contraindicated in patients with:

History of serious hypersensitivity reactions to Erwinia asparaginase, including anaphylaxis
History of serious pancreatitis during previous asparaginase therapy
History of serious thrombosis during previous asparaginase therapy
History of serious hemorrhagic events during previous asparaginase therapy
Severe hepatic impairment

Please see additional Important Safety Information throughout this video.Please see additional Important Safety Information throughout this video.

Now back to Dr Isenalumhe for more information on RYLAZE.

Dr Isenalumhe:Dr Isenalumhe:
RYLAZE is different from other asparaginases because it is not E. coli based.6,10 It has minimal immunologic cross-reactivity to E. coli
asparaginase, so if a patient experiences hypersensitivity,  switching to RYLAZE can help them try and continue their regimen.6,13 Now,
we will monitor them closely, especially when switching, to ensure we can intervene if a hypersensitivity reaction does occur again.
However, there is enough data to show that switching in order to continue and to complete the regimen is better than stopping
asparaginase altogether.4 We’re also fortunate to have great pharmacists who understand how to make that switch, so we’re able to
utilize their support to make the switching the therapy as smooth as possible. And so, the bottom line is, when patients are receiving
treatment with E. coli-derived asparaginase, and they experience a hypersensitivity, we do switch to RYLAZE.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
Thank you so much for sharing your approach to asparaginase therapy in your AYA patients with ALL/LBL, Dr Isenalumhe. So as we
wrap up this discussion, you know, what final piece of advice would you have for your colleagues who may be hesitant to use
asparaginase regimens in the AYA population?

Dr Isenalumhe: Dr Isenalumhe: 
Well, I’m a big champion for letting the data do the talking. Whenever I’m speaking with other physicians, I show them the data that using
asparaginase—and even in the number of asparaginase doses—makes a difference in survival outcomes.3,4 Specifically, I show data
from the CALGB 10403 study, which showed median event-free survival was more than doubled in AYA patients using asparaginase-
based regimens versus historical controls.3

In addition to that, educating patients on the importance of not missing doses based on the available data is key. In patients with NCI
high-risk B-ALL, missing asparaginase doses increased the risk of events such as relapse, second malignant neoplasm, or death by 50
percent. Among NCI high-risk patients who failed to receive all prescribed asparaginase doses, 21.3 percent of patients experienced
relapse, underscoring the importance of patient education.4

Lastly, in places where asparaginase regimens are less likely to be used in AYA patients, having a good partnership with community
hospitals can help with education and co-management of patients so we can help ensure patients are on the preferred protocols. And
while there still needs to be more education, I’ve definitely seen a shift where educating on the importance of using asparaginase
regimens makes a difference.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
And as we come to the end of today’s program, let’s take a moment to review some Important Safety Information for RYLAZE.

ReachMD Announcer:ReachMD Announcer: 
Important Safety InformationImportant Safety Information
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Warnings and PrecautionsWarnings and Precautions
Monitor for signs or symptoms of hypersensitivity reactions, including life-threatening anaphylaxis. Administer RYLAZE in a setting with
resuscitation equipment and other agents necessary to treat anaphylaxis. Discontinue RYLAZE for serious hypersensitivity reactions.

Monitor for symptoms of pancreatitis, which, if left untreated, could be fatal. Discontinue RYLAZE if severe or hemorrhagic pancreatitis
occurs.

Discontinue RYLAZE for severe or life-threatening thrombosis. Provide anticoagulation therapy as indicated.

Discontinue RYLAZE for severe or life-threatening hemorrhage.

Discontinue RYLAZE and provide supportive care for grade 4 increases of bilirubin and for hepatic veno-occlusive disease.

Adverse ReactionsAdverse Reactions
The most common adverse reactions (incidence >20%) with RYLAZE are abnormal liver test, nausea, musculoskeletal pain, infection,
fatigue, headache, febrile neutropenia, pyrexia, hemorrhage, stomatitis, abdominal pain, decreased appetite, drug hypersensitivity,
hyperglycemia, diarrhea, pancreatitis, and hypokalemia.

Pregnancy and LactationPregnancy and Lactation
RYLAZE can cause fetal harm when administered to a pregnant woman. Advise females of reproductive potential to use effective non-
hormonal contraceptive methods during treatment with RYLAZE and for 3 months after the last dose. Advise women not to breastfeed
during treatment with RYLAZE and for 1 week after the last dose.

Before administering RYLAZE, please read the Prescribing Information and additional Important Safety Information, which can be
accessed on RYLAZEPro.com.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle: 
I’d like to thank my guest, Dr Leidy Isenalumhe, for helping us better understand the importance of using asparaginase in the AYA
population with ALL/LBL.

Dr Isenalumhe, it was great speaking with you today.

Dr Isenalumhe:Dr Isenalumhe:
Thank you so much for having me. It was a pleasure.

Dr Caudle:Dr Caudle:
And, for ReachMD, I’m your host Dr Jennifer Caudle.

ReachMD Announcer:ReachMD Announcer:
This program was sponsored by Jazz Pharmaceuticals. If you missed any part of this discussion or to find others in this series, visit
Project Oncology on ReachMD.com, where you can Be Part of the Knowledge.

References:References:

1. Egler RA, Ahuja SP, Matloub Y. L–asparaginase in the treatment of patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. J Pharmacol
Pharmacother. 2016;7(2):62-71.

2. Raetz E, Bhojwani D, Devidas M, et al. Children’s Oncology Group blueprint for research: acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Pediatr
Blood Cancer. 2023;70(suppl 6):e30585. doi:10.1002/pbc.30585

3. Stock W, Luger SM, Advani AS, et al. A pediatric regimen for older adolescents and young adults with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia: results of CALGB 10403. Blood. 2019;133(14):1548-1559.

4. Gupta S, Wang C, Raetz EA, et al. Impact of asparaginase discontinuation on outcome in childhood acute lymphoblastic
leukemia: a report from the Children’s Oncology Group. J Clin Oncol. 2020;38(17):1897-1905.

5. Referenced with permission from the NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia V.3.2024. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, Inc. 2024. All rights reserved. Accessed March
5, 2025. To view the most recent and complete version of the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. NCCN makes no warranties of
any kind whatsoever regarding their content, use or application and disclaims any responsibility for their application or use in any
way.

6. RYLAZE [package insert]. Palo Alto, CA: Jazz Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
7. Siegel SE, Advani A, Seibel N, et al. Treatment of young adults with Philadelphia-negative acute lymphoblastic leukemia and

lymphoblastic lymphoma: hyper-CVAD vs. pediatric-inspired regimens. Am J Hematol. 2018;93(10):1254-1266.

© 2025 ReachMD Page 4 of 5



8. Advani AS, Larsen E, Laumann K, et al. Comparison of CALGB 10403 (Alliance) and COG AALL0232 toxicity results in young
adults with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Blood Adv. 2021;5(2):504-512.

9. Hijiya N, van der Sluis IM. Asparaginase-associated toxicity in children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Leuk Lymphoma.
2016;57(4):748-757.

10. Burke MJ. How to manage asparaginase hypersensitivity in acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Future Oncol. 2014;10(16):2615-2627.
11. Shinnick SE, Browning ML, Koontz SE. Managing hypersensitivity to asparaginase in pediatrics, adolescents, and young adults. J

Pediatr Oncol Nurs. 2013;30(2):63-77.
12. Asselin B. Immunology of infusion reactions in the treatment of patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Future Oncol.

2016;12(13):1609-1621.
13. Maese L, Loh ML, Choi MR, et al. Recombinant Erwinia asparaginase (JZP458) in acute lymphoblastic leukemia: results from the

phase 2/3 AALL1931 study. Blood. 2023;141(7):704-712.

 

©2025 Jazz Pharmaceuticals plc or its subsidiaries
US-ASN-2500006 Rev0125

© 2025 ReachMD Page 5 of 5


	Transcript Details
	ReachMD
	Asparaginase Therapy in Patients with ALL/LBL

