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Regional Perspectives: Saudi Arabia & UAE

Announcer:
Welcome to CME on ReachMD. This episode is part of our MinuteCE curriculum.

Prior to beginning the activity, please be sure to review the faculty and commercial support disclosure statements as well as the learning
objectives.

English:

Dr. Nawar:

This is CME on ReachMD, and I'm Dr. Rita Nawar. 'm an endocrinologist and diabetes specialist based in Dubai Healthcare City, UAE.
I'm joined today by Dr. Nasreen Alfaris, who is also an endocrinologist and diabetes specialist from Saudi Arabia. Today, we’re going to
talk about different approaches to the diagnosis, treatment, and management of obesity, with a focus on our two countries: the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

Dr. Nasreen, can you give us some insight into obesity in Saudi Arabia?

Dr. Alfaris:
In Saudi Arabia, obesity rates are unfortunately very high. The World Obesity Federation reports that over a quarter of adults in the
country are classified as obese, while the obesity rate among children exceeds 18%.

Dr. Nawar:
In the UAE, the obesity figures are quite similar to those in Saudi Arabia. The rates are nearly identical.

Dr. Alfaris:

A lot of this can be traced back to a few challenges in the Gulf region, like rapid economic growth, more urbanization, and the move from
traditional foods to imported ones. On top of that, disrupted sleep patterns, especially during Ramadan, when people tend to eat late at
night and sleep through the day, play a part. The hot climate also doesn’t help, making it hard to get outside or do much physical activity
during the day.

Dr. Nawar:
That's true. We do have many healthcare professionals involved in managing obesity, from family doctors to endocrinologists and even
obesity surgeons. It's not just about tracking weight and BMI, which simply tells us if someone is over 30 and considered obese. What
we really focus on are the stages of obesity and the associated medical issues, like heart problems, diabetes, and other related
conditions.

Dr. Alfaris:

Yes, these are definitely important factors. As obesity specialists, we've got access to a wide range of treatments. Luckily, we have
almost all the obesity treatments available worldwide in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. This includes older options like orlistat and
phentermine, as well as newer treatments like Contrave, Qsymia, liraglutide (branded Saxenda), semaglutide (branded Wegovy), and
even tirzepatide (branded Mounjaro), which we often use to help our patients manage obesity.
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Dr. Nawar:

We're really lucky in both Saudi Arabia and the UAE because not only can we access these treatments, but we also have strategies in
place to prevent obesity and slow its progression. For example, in Abu Dhabi, there are food initiatives and regulations around food
labeling, calorie counts, and taxes on sugary drinks, including a 50% tax on soft drinks. Additionally, there’s a new medical registry for
obesity, which is helping to better manage and track the condition.

Dr. Alfaris:

That's great in the UAE. In Saudi Arabia, we have similar initiatives, like taxes on sugary drinks. Obesity is the only disease that's
specifically focused on in the Saudi Vision 2030 under the Quality of Life Program. We've got strategies for prevention and also for
treatment in specialized obesity centers. We're lucky to have the only obesity fellowship in the region, where endocrinologists are
trained in obesity management. Plus, we've got joint recommendations between both countries, available in both Arabic and English,
which you can find on the World Obesity Federation website. Thanks so much.

Dr. Nawar:
Thanks, Dr. Nasreen. | hope we’ve been able to offer some useful tips on how to manage obesity in our Arab region, particularly in the
UAE and Saudi Arabia.
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Announcer:
You have been listening to CME on ReachMD. This activity is provided by Prova Education and is part of our MinuteCE curriculum.

To receive your free CME credit, or to download this activity, go to ReachMD.com/Prova. Thank you for listening.
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